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arrogant aspect it had often worn in the seventeenth century,
especially in Catholic Confederate days; but it retained its
hold on the heart of Catholic Ireland; it represented in a real
sense her people; it was their support in their long night of
affliction. Its clergy were ignorant, nay, superstitious, as a
class; but they were pious, virtuous, zealous of good works ;
in this period of trial and unceasing sorrows they were
gradually working a moral transformation in their flocks, and
weaning them from vices common to Celts, an achievement
deserving the highest praise.
We turn to an institution of a very different kind, at
this time confined to Protestant Ireland, and exhibiting
the effects of the peculiar position made by England for her
Protestant colony. The Irish Bench and Bar had played
a conspicuous part in the sixteenth and the seventeenth
centuries; both were virtually open to all Irishmen without
regard to distinctions of creed, at least as almost a general
rule; both could show a noble succession of lawyers by no
means inferior to their English brethren. In the first part of
the eighteenth century the profession had markedly changed
for the worse, owing to the operation of the Penal Code and
to the slights from which Protestant Ireland suffered. The
Irish Catholic was excluded from the Bench and the Bar,
which were strictly reserved for the Protestant caste; and this
monopoly had its natural results in checking industry and
casting a blight on talent The chief places too on the Bench,
we have seen, were in all cases bestowed on Englishmen; the
Castle practically ruled the Judges and the Bar; and it should
be added that the Irish Judges continued to hold their offices
at thei will, of the Crown and had not the protection secured
for their fellows in England, while the Habeas Corpus Act
did not extend to Ireland. All this made the Bench and Bar
of -Ireland comparatively subservient, degraded, weak; the
ation too of the inhuman Penal Code, which conse-